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Acts Ch 18, Paul heads to Corinth

T Logos Class. Mod 5 Room 1 :



Acts Basic Outline

Six sections, each ending with a summary

v'Chapters 1-6:7 — Church in Jerusalem and Peter’s preaching. Church growing
and large number of Priests were coming to the Lord

v’ Chapters 6:8-9:31 — Church spreading and growing in all Roman Palestine, and
the martyrdom of Stephen. Churches multiplying in Galilee

v'Ch 9:32-12:24 — Conversion of Saul to Paul, the extension of the church into
Antioch and Peter’s reception of Cornelius the Gentile into the church

v'Ch 12:25-16:5 — The church is spreading in Asia Minor (Turkey) and the
spreading of the Gospel in Galatia. The First Church Council

v'Ch 16:6-19:20 — The church crossed the Med and spreads to Europe. Paul is
starting churches in Ephesus, Philippi, and Corinth

e Ch 19:21-28:31 — Arrival of Paul in Rome and his imprisonment. Paul boldly
proclaims Jesus Christ, and tells of the Kingdom



Acts Ch 18 — An overview

e Several seemingly unconnected narrative
* Lack of details included ( Luke not there?)
* Paul plants a church in Sin City (Corinth)

* Despair and discouragement, loneliness

* Friends in time of need

* A visit from the Lord

* Endurance and return home

* Beginning of 3" missionary tour

* Appearance of Apollo



Temple to Aphrodite — 1000 priestesses




Acts 18:1-4. A lonely journey

18 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.

2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who
had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see
them,

3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and
worked with them.

4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to
persuade Jews and Greeks.



Finding Corinth on the map.

lllyricum

Adriatic

Sea

Macedonia

Philippi Byzantium
Thessalonica L)

Greece

Myra

0 Rhodes

Mediterranean Sea

o
Cyrene

Black Sea

N~

Aegean GALATIA
Sea ASIA
/\X\ SEyfp]aesus e Iconium
hens ::iletus e Colossae o
® Tarsus

e Perga

® Antioch
Syria

Byblos

Phoenicia
Sidon

Tyre

Jerusaleme®@
Judea




Spiritual principles we should learn

* Principle #1 — There has never been an easy place to live for Christ

* Principle #2 — There is never a time when you will not benefit from
friends of like spiritual passion



Acts 18:5-8 Friends and Foes

> When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted
himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was
the Messiah.

6 But when they (The Jews) opposed Paul and became abusive, he
shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on
your own heads! | am innocent of it. From now on | will go to the
Gentiles.”

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of
Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.

8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in
the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and
were baptized.



Spiritual principles we should learn

* Principle #1 — There has never been an easy place to live for Christ

* Principle #2 — There is never a time when you will not benefit from
friends of like spiritual passion

* Principle #3 — There has never been a great opportunity without great
opposition

* Principle #4 — There is never a moment when the strongest quality of
your testimony does not need to be carefully guarded



Acts 18:9-11 The best friend indeed

? One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.

10 For | am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm
you, because | have many people in this city.”

11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching
them the word of God.



Spiritual principles we should learn

* Principle #1 — There has never been an easy place to live for Christ

* Principle #2 — There is never a time when you will not benefit from friends
of like spiritual passion

* Principle #3 — There has never been a great opportunity without great
opposition

* Principle #4 — There is never a moment when the strongest quality of
your testimony does not need to be carefully guarded

v'Principle #5 — There has never been a challenge or crisis that leaves you
on your own. The Lord said “I am with you”



Acts 18:12-17

12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a
united attack on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment.

13 “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in
ways contrary to the law.”

14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews
were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime,
it would be reasonable for me to listen to you.

15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your own
law—settle the matter yourselves. | will not be a judge of such things.”

16 So he drove them off.

17Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and
beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern
whatever.



Acts 18:18-22 Journey 2 is winding down

18 paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers
and sisters and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and
Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because

of a vow he had taken.

19They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He
himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.

20\When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined.

21 But as he left, he promised, “l will come back if it is God’s will.” Then
he set sail from Ephesus.

22\When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted
the church and then went down to Antioch.



The Return...
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Acts 18:23-26 The 3™ Missionary journey begins

23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there
and traveled from place to place throughout the region of
Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria,
came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough
knowledge of the Scriptures.

25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke
with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he
knew only the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla
and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and
explained to him the way of God more adequately.



Paul’s 3" Missionary Journey begins
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Acts 18:27-28 Apollos makes an impact

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers
and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples
there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great
help to those who by grace had believed.

28 For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in

public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus
was the Messiah.



This coming week:

* As we gear up for Thanksgiving, begin to thank God for
everything and everyone you are thankful for

* Pray for FRC and our pastors/staff
* Pray for our Country, State, County, City leaders
* Praise Him for answered prayer, and

* Pray for our needs as a class and keep in touch with those who
have not been in a while.



